Short Story Analysis Presentation Tips: 

How to Ensure that Your Delivery is Effective


 

1. Be Ready:


You have to spend time reading your short story thoroughly, critically analyzing its content, putting your presentation together in a logical way, then revising, editing and finally practicing it before the final delivery. You are encouraged to practice in front of one or more of your group members, but you can also stand in front of a mirror or record yourself using your phone. “Practice really does make perfect with presentations,” so ensure that you are comfortable with your group summary and analysis. You have all been given cue cards for your presentation, so use them to write the key speaking points of your analysis (do not write an entire speech that you will be tempted to read to the class). Remember that you will have to hand-in your cue cards with your presentation notes on the day that you are scheduled to present. PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOU READ YOUR PRESENTATION YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE HIGHER THAN A LEVEL 2 ON YOUR EVALUATION.


2. Use your voice to engage the audience:

To keep the audience interested, you need to make sure your voice is loud enough, so that everyone can hear you, but not so loud that you start shouting. You should try to vary the pitch and rhythm and, of course you must sound enthusiastic about your own analysis. Make your audience care about the content of your story! Avoid looking down at your cue cards too much, and project your voice to the back of the room.

3. Slow down!

Many people rush through their presentations because they are nervous, but if you speak too quickly you might lose the audience and your grade will be affected. If you’re nervous, take a deep breath and a sip of water (have this available), and remember to pause to emphasis key points (you may choose to include an argument menu like in an essay)
4. Your body language:

”80% of communication is non-verbal”, Which means that you need to use your body and your eyes to hold your audience’s attention. Use your hands to signal when making key points. Stand up straight, smile, make eye-contact and circulate within the classroom. Show the class that you are comfortable at the front of the room and you are comfortable with your content.

5. Spend time on the opening and closing:

Even though the presentation is quite short, it is important to give a nice clear opening (a brief introduction of your chosen literary element and your key point argument menu). At the end of the presentation, don’t just say “That’s about it” but instead, try to summarize your main ideas so that you conclude in a way that is thoughtful, professional, and effective.

