ENG2DB Romeo and Juliet Analysis: Thinking Questions for Act I, scenes i and ii


 

· Please answer each question in complete sentences on a separate sheet of lined paper.

Act I, scene i:

1. What important character traits are revealed to the audience upon our first introduction to Benvolio and Tybalt's characters in Act I, scene i? (use direct quotations from this scene to support your observations regarding the characterization of these two men)

2. In Act I, scene i, what is the tone of the Prince’s speech?  In these lines he makes a new decree regarding the consequences for any Montague or Capulet who engages in another public brawl. What are his proposed consequences, and why do you think this decree may be important to the development of the plot of the play? Explain thoughtfully using direct quotations from the Prince's speech.

3. When the audience first meets Romeo in Act I, scene i, he shows all the signs of being a Petrarchan lover or someone who is in love with the idea of being in love.  Find direct proof from this scene (quotations) to reinforce the fact that Romeo is indeed portrayed as a Petrarchan lover, and address why you think this will become important to a thorough understanding and critique of his character later on in the play?

4.  When describing his feelings to Benvolio, Romeo uses a series of oxymorons (pairs of contradictory words).  Why do you think he chooses to speak in contradictions and paradoxes? What does this reveal about his state of mind and his view of love? Discuss this using direct quotations from the scene as a basis for your analysis.

5. In Act I, scene i, the audience also learns that Romeo is suffering from unrequited love (he loves someone who does not love him back).  What suggestion does Benvolio make to Romeo to help him get over is unrequited love for Rosaline? Include a direct quotation from the play as proof for your response. Also, do you think that this suggestion foreshadows any future events within the play?

6. Light and dark imagery is explored within this scene. Provide one specific example of light and dark imagery that is used (quotation) and comment on its purpose and effect within this introductory scene.

Act I, scene ii:

1. In this scene Lord Capulet talks to Paris about marrying his daughter Juliet.  What two reasons does he give for not wanting Juliet to marry at this point in the play? Prove your assertions with direct quotations from this scene.

2. On what condition will Lord Capulet agree to Juliet’s marriage with Paris? Explain.

3. What does this reveal about Lord Capulet’s love for his daughter? Explain.

4. From the servant who cannot read the audience learns that Rosaline, with whom Romeo believes he is in love, will be at the Capulet party.  Why does this excite Benvolio?  What is his plan?

5. Explain the meaning behind one of the analogies that Benvolio uses in this scene.

6. Why does Romeo agree to go to the Capulet party? Explain.

7. What coincidence takes place in this scene?  Explain what theme is being developed here.

