ENG1DB Analyzing a Narrative Poem/Ballad:
Annabel Lee by Edgar Allan Poe

· Narrative poetry is a form of poetry that tells a story, often making use of the distinct voice of a narrator as the speaker of the poem.

· A ballad is a narrative poem intended to be recited or sung.
· “Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allan Poe is therefore both a narrative poem and a ballad.
Annabel Lee by Edgar Allan Poe
It was many and many a year ago,
In a kingdom by the sea,
That a maiden there lived whom you may know
By the name of ANNABEL LEE;
And this maiden she lived with no other thought
Than to love and be loved by me.

I was a child and she was a child,
In this kingdom by the sea;
But we loved with a love that was more than love-
I and my Annabel Lee;
With a love that the winged seraphs of heaven
Coveted her and me.

And this was the reason that, long ago,
In this kingdom by the sea,
A wind blew out of a cloud, chilling
My beautiful Annabel Lee;
So that her highborn kinsman came
And bore her away from me,
To shut her up in a sepulchre
In this kingdom by the sea.

The angels, not half so happy in heaven,
Went envying her and me-
Yes!- that was the reason (as all men know,
In this kingdom by the sea)
That the wind came out of the cloud by night,
Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee.

But our love it was stronger by far than the love
Of those who were older than we-
Of many far wiser than we-
And neither the angels in heaven above,
Nor the demons down under the sea,
Can ever dissever my soul from the soul
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee.

For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;
And the stars never rise but I feel the bright eyes
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;
And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side
Of my darling- my darling- my life and my bride,
In the sepulchre there by the sea,
In her tomb by the sounding sea. 

Practice Poetry Analysis Questions:
· Please answer the following poetry analysis questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of lined paper.
1. Summarize the story revealed in the poem. Ultimately, what is the poem about?

2. Identify and explain the tone of this poem. Include a direct quotation from the poem to support your observations.

3. Identify and explain the theme of this poem. Include a direct quotation from the poem to support your observations.
4. Identify and explain the purpose and effect of two literary or poetic devices (examples of figurative language) used in this poem. Include two direct quotations from the poem to support your observations.
