CHARACTERIZATION

Effective writers develop rich, multidimensional characters by...

·  Revealing a character's physical appearance. 

·  Displaying the actions of a character.

·  Revealing a character's inner thoughts and feelings. 

·  Allowing a character to speak (dialogue).

·  Revealing others' reactions to a character. 

A character’s qualities can be revealed directly or indirectly…

direct Characterization: The writer tells readers directly what the character is like. 

InDirect Characterization: The writer shows you what a character is like by revealing his/her appearance, actions, dialogue, thoughts & feelings, reactions of other characters, motivation, etc.

1.  Flat Character: A character who reveals only one, maybe two, personality traits in a story or novel, and the trait(s) do not change. 

2.  dynamic character: A character who changes during the course of a story or novel.  This change in outlook or character is permanent.  Sometimes a dynamic character is called a developing character. 

3. Round Character: Is a well developed character who 
demonstrates varied and sometimes contradictory traits.  Round 

characters are usually dynamic (that is they change in some way over 
the course of a story).

4. confidante: Is someone in whom the central character confides, thus revealing the main character's personality, thoughts and intentions.  The confidante does not need to be a person. 

5. Static character: A character that remains primarily the same throughout a story or novel.  Events in the story do not alter a static character's outlook, personality, motivation, habits, etc. 

6. Stock character: A special kind of flat character who is instantly recognizable to most readers.  Possible examples include the “ruthless businessman,” “shushing old librarian” or “dumb jock.”  They are not the focus of the story.

7. foil: A character that is used to enhance another character through contrast.  Cinderella's grace and beauty as opposed to her nasty, self-centred stepsisters is one clear illustration of a foil that many may recall from childhood. 



