ENG1DB Short Story Unit

“Death by Scrabble” By Charlie Fish: Short Story Analysis Questions
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· Please respond to the following short story analysis questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES on a SEPARATE SHEET OF LINED PAPER.
THINKING:
1. Why does the narrator hate his wife? List THREE reasons for his hatred, and provide direct quotations as support for each. Do you think that the narrator’s reasoning for hating his wife is justifiable? Explain insightfully.
2. How are the narrator and his wife characterized in the short story? Provide TWO important traits that are revealed for each character, and identify if each trait is revealed through a direct or indirect form of characterization.
3. Identify THREE suspense techniques that are used in this short story, provide direct proof from the text (a quotation) for each technique that you examine, and analyze the effectiveness of each technique as it is developed in the story.
4. Identify TWO examples of figurative language used in the short story and explain the meaning of each device. What is the purpose and effect of each device? Explain in detail.
5. Why is the conclusion of the short story an example of situational irony? Explain this thoughtfully by referring to the story directly in your response.
APPLICATION:
· Re-write the conclusion of this short story from the first person perspective of the narrator’s wife. Do not change the way that the story concludes, but instead, provide the inner thoughts of the narrator’s wife as their game of scrabble takes a fatal turn. What is she thinking about? Is she aware that her husband hates her and is trying to kill her? How does she feel about her husband? Use the original text to inform and inspire your conclusion.
· This re-write should be a minimum of ½ a page. Be imaginative and have fun!
