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ENG1DB:  A Formal Persuasive Paragraph 

Due Date:   Thursday October 29th, 2015
Introduction:

In this persuasive paragraph, students are challenged to adhere to formal writing conventions, as well as incorporate persuasive techniques and their knowledge of critical literary analysis. The goal of this task is to effectively communicate their position (thesis) in paragraph form based on an analysis of one of the short stories that we have studied during this unit.
Task: 

· Choose a concept (topic) from the list below.

· Decide what position (side) you would like to defend. Write your thesis statement.
· You must be able to identify two specific reasons to justify/prove your point. Armed with this, you will now write a succinct paragraph. Please follow the “The 15 Steps to Writing a Successful Persuasive Paragraph” handout and the “Conventions of Formal Writing” handout given in class to help you with this evaluation.
· You are expected to hand-in a paragraph outline, rough draft, and a good copy on the due date (Thursday October 29th, 2015).  

· Your good copy must be double spaced, typed, and must have a creative title. 
· Your final copy must also be submitted onto www.turnitin.com, the school’s plagiarism detection service, on Thursday October 29th, 2015 by 11:59PM.
· Your paragraph must be formatted using correct MLA format.  
As an effective paragraph, your response should be 12 sentences long and must include:

a)  A topic ‘hook’
b)  A context sentence

c)  A thesis statement
d)  A point/proof/analysis structure (x2)

e)  Concluding sentences (restate thesis, conclude thoughtfully)
Topics:

1. How does an author use a literary technique in a short story to effectively develop ONE of its characters? (Consider: figurative language, irony, setting, narrative point of view, etc.)
2. How does the author use character(s) to develop ONE central theme in the short story?

3. How does an author use suspense techniques in a short story to effectively develop its plot?

Tips:
· Write in third person (do not use, “I” or “we”) and use present tense verbs throughout
· Use direct quotations from the short story to illustrate your points (these are called proofs).

· Remember, your paragraph must demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the short story that you select, and it must also demonstrate effective persuasive paragraph conventions.
EVALUATION





  

















