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· Only check off the categories that this paragraph has successfully completed.

Introduction of Paragraph:

· A creative/relevant title is used

· Introductory sentence or topic “hook” sentence is relevant and engaging 

· An introduction of the topic of the paragraph is clearly presented in the first 'hook' sentence

· Thesis statement is clearly expressed in a concise way, and showing originality of thought (takes an explicit position on the topic question) – 1 SENTENCE IN LENGTH

Body of Paragraph (2 POINTS/PROOFS/ANALYSES):

· The paragraph has 2 fully-developed points/proofs/analyses to support the thesis

· Structure: Clear expression of points (arguments), followed by textual support (direct quotations) and a suitable analysis (connects the point and proof to the thesis). 

· Analysis: Use of convincing and appropriate quotations, reflecting an accurate and perceptive interpretation of the short story

· Depth of Analysis: Thoughtful, insightful, sophistication of critical thinking skills

· Tone: The tone and language of the paragraph is FORMAL

· Persuasive techniques are used extensively and to the benefit of the paragraph

· Organization of Ideas: A logical, coherent, unified manner suitable to the purpose of the paragraph (use of transition words to increase the flow of the writing)

· The length of the paragraph is appropriate (12-15 sentences in length)

· The piece of writing is only 1 paragraph in length – NOT AN ESSAY!

Conclusion:

· Thesis statement is restated using different wording

· 2 points/proofs/analyses are summarized concisely

· Reflective closing statement provides a sense of closure and thoughtful final insights

Writing Style:

· Sentence Structure: Avoids the use of sentence fragments (incomplete sentences) and run-on phrases. Avoids repetitive sentence structures.

· Sentence Style: Every sentence is clear, necessary, explicit, and pertaining to the THESIS of the paragraph

· No personal pronouns used – i.e. “I” “me”

· No contractions used (i.e. “doesn’t”)

· Effective use of transition words and phrases to connect ideas

· Use of the active voice (only present tense verbs used to refer to the action in the short story)

· Consistent verb tense used

· Diction: Appropriate formal vocabulary and tone used, projecting the skill of the writer

· Language Conventions: Uses correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar

Editor’s Comments:  Please provide CONSTRUCTIVE feedback to the author...
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