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ENG1DB Writing Strategies: How to Write Persuasively
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· In order to practice and prepare for essay writing in English class and the Grade 10 Literacy Test, you need to be able to demonstrate your ability to be persuasive when you write.  In order to be able to argue effectively, you need to be able to consider why someone might want to disagree with your position.  If you are able to see and understand the other side of the argument, you can be more effective in being persuasive and making your case.

· Being persuasive is almost like having superpowers, because most people just are not naturally persuasive. You have to work at it and learn the proper techniques to become persuasive! 

· Persuasion techniques have been around for a very long time. Over 2,300 years ago, the Greek philosopher Aristotle taught persuasive techniques so that people could win elections – some things never change.

Aristotle's Three Main Persuasive Writing Techniques:

ETHOS: Credibility of the Author

Just imagine yourself living back in the days of Aristotle, when one city might go to war with another. It was important to stir the people up to want to go and fight in the first place. Otherwise they’d just be sitting around, enjoying themselves, and being peaceful (BORING...just kidding).

To do this, Aristotle knew it needed not only a persuasive speaker, but also someone to whom the people would listen. If Warren the Warrior had just come back from the battlefield and scored a victory, he might do a better job of convincing the people to fight than Cuthbert the Coward. Warren the Warrior had credibility and a good reputation and knew what he was talking about when it came to war.

The same is still true today. We’ll be more persuaded if our dentist tells us to use Brand X toothpaste, than if our Aunt Ethel does. It depends on who is doing the persuading.

LOGOS: Logic and Reasoning Used as Support (facts, quotations, examples)

This means saying things that make sense and that are logical, that are backed up by facts and figures. 

Imagine mighty Warren the Warrior, rallying the people of Athens and shouting, over the wild and crazy cheers of his audience, “We won the first battle against our enemy, so we can do it AGAIN!”

The first part of his statement is a FACT, and so the listeners are more likely to accept the second part as true, but that is not enough.  Supporting examples as to HOW this victory may reoccur would be helpful.

PATHOS: Appeal to Emotions of the Reader

This is about using emotional appeals. If you’re reading this, you’re probably a human being– so you have emotions.

Have you ever found yourself crying at a movie? What’s funny is, you probably KNEW the story was fictional… but it still made you cry, didn’t it?

That’s because you got caught up with the characters, and you shared their emotions. A good movie can do that to us, and the same is true of persuasive writing. People are more likely to take action when you can stir their emotions.

It’s hard to imagine Warren the Warrior moving the city to go to war with a boring speech. No, he would probably remind them of the need to FIGHT BACK, the need for JUSTICE, and the need to DEFEND THEIR FAMILIES… and there would probably be lots of shouting and chanting… all things that would appeal to the emotions of his audience.

Reminders for Writing a Persuasive Paragraph:

· You cannot use personal pronouns in a persuasive paragraph/essay – i.e. rather than saying “I think cell phones and ipods should be banned in schools because...” say “it is undeniable that cell phones and ipods should be banned in schools because...”.
· Pick one side/position to defend (do not take an “in-between” position on the topic), and answer the topic question directly.

· Provide a minimum of three pieces of evidence in order to support your position.

· Once you have chosen your topic, you have to DECIDE upon your position and PLAN your persuasive paragraph/essay before you start writing! 
Planning Strategies for Your Persuasive Paragraph:

1. Create a “for” or “against” T-chart in order to help you come to a decision.

2. Create a mind map to help you develop ideas about your topic.

Planning Strategy Examples:

· Pretend that your chosen topic is “Should every student be required to take a Physical Education class every year of high school?”

“For” or “Against” T-Chart:

	YES THEY SHOULD BECAUSE...
	NO THEY SHOULD NOT BECAUSE...

	1. Some students are not in very good shape

2. Our society would benefit from having a healthier population

3. Taking a Physical Education course would encourage everyone to become more active
	1. There is not room in everyone's schedule 

2. Some students have medical conditions that make Physical Education classes more difficult.

3. Some students do not get good grades in Physical Education, therefore forcing them to take that course every year could make it harder for them to get into a college or university.


Some Other Helpful Tips:

· Introduce your topic in the first sentence of your paragraph (create a “hook” in order to get your reader's attention)

· Answer the question (demonstrating a clear position) in the thesis statement of your paragraph – i.e. “All students should be required to take a Physical Education class every year of high school.”

· Start the next sentence with “One reason is...” or “This is proven through...” 

· Start any specific examples that you are using as support with “For example...”/ “For instance”

· Use transition words and phrases such as “also,” “in addition,” “therefore,” “consequently,” etc. to improve the overall flow of your writing.

