WHAT IS IRONY?
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DEFINITION OF IRONY:

The use of words to convey a meaning that is the opposite of its literal meaning

EXAMPLE: The irony of her reply, “How nice!” when I said I had to work all weekend. 

When the opposite of what is expected to happen in a story/novel, actually takes place.

VERBAL IRONY:

EXAMPLE: “I have no doubt your theatrical performance will receive the praise it so richly   

                       deserves.”


Such a statement is meant to both flatter and insult the recipient at the same time, because the intended recipient infers the statement to be a compliment, whereas everyone else in the room understands the underlying insult hidden within the statement.

EXAMPLE: “Sir, may I say you are as smart as Einstein ever was.”

But now consider that everyone in the room - except the boss - knows that the employee has a dog named Einstein, and that dog was the real intent of of the employee's named reference. This would be exquisitely ironic, because the boss would truly believe the employee's statement to be high praise, whereas everyone else would understand the statement for the insult it was meant to be.

SITUATIONAL IRONY:

EXAMPLE: An ambulance driver rushes to the scene of an accident, only to run the victim over, because the victim crawled into the middle of the street in the darkness of night.


This is an example of irony since, in this circumstance, the ambulance driver was (accidentally) duplicitous - while he stated one intention, his actions (accidentally) conveyed the complete opposite outcome.


EXAMPLE: In an effort to restrict viewership of a morally offensive movie, the city council bans exhibition of the movie in theatres. By banning the movie, the city council creates such a heightened awareness of the movie, that more people download and view pirated copies of the movie over the internet - specifically because it was banned - than would have viewed it in the theatres to begin with.

DRAMATIC IRONY:

Dramatic irony is when the words and actions of the characters of a work of literature have a different meaning for the reader than they do for the characters. This is the result of the reader having a greater knowledge than the characters themselves. 

HISTORICAL EXAMPLES OF IRONY:

In 1912 the Titanic was touted as "100% unsinkable", and yet the ship sank on its maiden voyage


In 1981, while standing next to his car, President Ronald Regan was hit in the chest by a bullet fired by John Hinkley Jr.  In fact, Hinkley's bullet initially missed Regan completely, but hit the bullet proof window of the car he was standing by, ricocheted off, and hit Regan in the chest.

