Persuasive Paragraph Evaluation: 

Learning How to Properly Cite Your Sources Using MLA Citation
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You may choose to integrate a specific quotation from a secondary source as your introductory 'hook' or as a part of your paragraph's conclusion, or you will use direct quotations from your chosen short story in the body of your paragraph in order to support your arguments (your 2 proofs). Using rules from the MLA citation style guide for referencing, here is how you cite quotations correctly in English class!

Framing Quotations:

· When deciding where and how to include a direct quotation within your paragraph, be sure that you are using it effectively as a way to clarify and support an important point in your writing, but that you do not simply plunk it into your paragraph without any smooth transition or explanation.

· Do not overuse quotations in your paragraph, because it can appear that you are letting another person’s words speak for you.  Choose your quotations wisely and insert them to highlight key information.

· As a result, it is crucial that you “frame” your quotations to ensure that they become a clear and valuable addition to your persuasive paragraph. 

· Framing a quotation is as easy as ensuring that you introduce the quotation (connect it to the point that you are attempting to prove/support, tell me who is speaking the quotation), insert the quotation (do not forget to put the quotation within quotation marks with all punctuation kept inside those quotation marks), and explain the significance of the quotation (this may occur in a separate sentence following the quotation).

Introduce the quotation + “Insert the quotation” + Explain the quotation

Quotation Format:

· If you are including a quotation from a secondary source or the television show that is four lines or less, it can be placed directly within the paragraph.  

· If you are including a quotation that is more than four lines in length, it must be separated from the paragraph and indented. Therefore, it does not require quotation marks. Indented quotations are still double-spaced. Also, you should pay careful attention to spacing, punctuation, spelling, and capitalization, as all of these elements must be reproduced exactly as they appear in the original source.

Parenthetical Referencing (In-text Referencing):

· After a quotation, you must reference the source in various ways depending on the type of source.

· The reference must be inserted in parentheses or brackets at the end of any sentence with a direct quotation.

· Here are some examples of what you should put in your in parentheses depending on the source that you are quoting from...

Book - Single author named in parentheses:

The tendency to come to terms with difficult experiences is referred to as a "purification process" whereby "threatening or painful dissonances are warded off to preserve intact a clear and articulated image of oneself and one’s place in the world" (Sennett 11).

Book - Two or more authors:

Certain literacy theorists have gone so far as to declare that "the most significant elements of human culture are undoubtedly channeled through words, and reside in the particular range of meanings and attitudes which members of any society attach to their verbal symbols" (Goody and Watt 323).

Corporate author (organization, association, etc.):

The federal government has funded research concerning consumer protection and consumer transactions with online pharmacies (Food and Drug Administration 125).

Works with no author:

Several critics of the concept of the transparent society ask if a large society would be able to handle the complete loss of privacy ("Surveillance Society" 115).

Two or more works by the same author:

In his investigation of social identity, The Uses of Disorder, Sennett defines adulthood as a stage where people "learn to tolerate painful ambiguity and uncertainty" (108).

In a surprising move, Richard Sennett combines the idea of power with that of virtue: "the idea of strength is complex in ordinary life because of what might be called the element of its integrity" (Authority 19).

Work found in an anthology or edited collection:

For an essay, short story, or other document included in an anthology or edited collection, use the name of the author of the work, not the editor of the anthology or collection, but use the page numbers from the anthology or collection.

Lawrence Rosenfield analyzes the way in which New York’s Central Park held a socializing function for nineteenth-century residents similar to that of traditional republican civic oratory (Rosenfield 222).

Bible passage:

Unfortunately, the president could not recall the truism that "Wisdom is a fountain to one who has it, but folly is the punishment of fools" (New Oxford Annotated Bible, Prov. 20-22).

Secondary source of a quotation (someone quoted within the text of another author):

As Erickson reminds us, the early psychoanalysts focused on a single objective: "introspective honesty in the service of self enlightenment" (qtd. in Weiland 42).

Webpage:

Abraham Lincoln's birthplace was designated as a National Historical Site in 1959 (National Park Service).

Film or Television Show:

In the episode, Bill's mom writes “little man” on his lunchbag, which makes him a target for the school bully, Allen (Director copyright date)

Works Cited Page:

· On a separate sheet, included as the last page of your essay submission, you must include a “works cited” page that provides a detailed citation for the sources that you referenced in your paragraph.

· The title of this page is Works Cited (not Bibliography)

· If there is more than one citation on this page, they are ordered alphabetically by the author’s last name.

· Double-space all sources provided, and indent the second, third, etc. line of a source.

· The following are template examples that show how to properly cite books,  articles, media sources, and websites in MLA format...

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection

Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The basic form is for this sort of citation is as follows:

Lastname, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). City of Publication: Publisher, Year. Page range of entry. Medium of Publication.

Some examples:

Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping 
Writers One to One. Ed. Ben Rafoth. Portsmouth: Heinemann, 2000. 24-34. 
Print.

Swanson, Gunnar. "Graphic Design Education as a Liberal Art: Design and 
Knowledge in the University and The 'Real World.'" The Education of a Graphic 
Designer. Ed. Steven Heller. New York: Allworth Press, 1998. 13-24. Print.

Note on Cross-referencing Several Items from One Anthology: If you cite more than one essay from the same edited collection, MLA indicates you may cross-reference within your works cited list in order to avoid writing out the publishing information for each separate essay. You should consider this option if you have several references from a single text. To do so, include a separate entry for the entire collection listed by the editor's name as below:

Rose, Shirley K., and Irwin Weiser, eds. The Writing Program Administrator as 
Researcher. Portsmouth: Heinemann, 1999. Print.

Then, for each individual essay from the collection, list the author's name in last name, first name format, the title of the essay, the editor's last name, and the page range:

L'Eplattenier, Barbara. "Finding Ourselves in the Past: An Argument for Historical 
Work on WPAs." Rose and Weiser 131-40.

Peeples, Tim. "'Seeing' the WPA With/Through Postmodern Mapping." Rose and 
Weiser 153-67.

Poem or Short Story Examples:

Burns, Robert. "Red, Red Rose." 100 Best-Loved Poems. Ed. Philip Smith. New York: 
Dover, 1995. 26. Print.

Kincaid, Jamaica. "Girl." The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories. 
Ed. Tobias Wolff. New York: Vintage, 1994. 306-07. Print.

If the specific literary work is part of the an author's own collection (all of the works have the same author), then there will be no editor to reference:

Whitman, Walt. "I Sing the Body Electric." Selected Poems. New York: Dover, 1991. 
12-19. Print.

Carter, Angela. "The Tiger's Bride." Burning Your Boats: The Collected Stories. New 
York: Penguin, 1995. 154-69. Print.

A Book:

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of 
Publication. Medium of Publication. 

An Electronic Source (website):

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name 
of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date 
of resource creation (if available). Medium of publication. Date of access.

A Helpful Website for MLA Style Rules: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/1/
