Modern Family Media techniques analysis
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Fill in the chart below with your astute observations while watching the pilot episode of the television series, Modern Family. 

	Music:


	Examples of strategic musical choices: (consider mood music, timing, volume, etc,)


	Effects of the different types of music used: 

(What emotions or impressions do these strategic musical choices leave you with?  What does the music add (or do) to the story?)



	Characters:
	Observations about the writer’s/director’s characterization of each central character: (consider the five aspects of character analysis from our short story analysis unit)


	Effects of the writer’s/director’s use of characterization: 

(How are viewers’ impressions of central characters formed?  To what effect? How are the characters portrayed in the episode (characterized)? What character traits are focused on for certain characters, and what is the purpose? Are characters adequately developed?)

	Camera shots & movements:


	Examples of strategic camera shots & movements: 

(Consider: high & low angle shots, establishing shots, close-up shots, panning, tilting, etc. Be sure to use your handout for reference):


	Effects of these camera shots & movements:

(What impressions do these camera shots & movements leave you with? What’s the strategic purpose for using some of them? How do they shape viewers’ overall understanding of the text?)

	Lighting:
	Examples of strategic lighting techniques:

(Consider: backlighting, hard lighting, soft lighting, etc.):
	Effects of these lighting techniques:

(What emotions or impressions does the filmmaker’s use of lighting leave you with? Does this lighting enhance the mood/atmosphere of the episode? Does the lighting reinforce the comedic genre of the television series?):



	Setting:
	Observations about the setting(s):

(Consider: time, place, atmosphere, social circumstances, etc.)
	Effects of the setting’s portrayal:

(What are some important details of the setting? Consider the historical, geographical, and physical settings that are revealed. Is the setting significant to the plot, themes, and characters?)


	Suspense & Conflict:


	Examples of conflict:

(Consider the types of conflict covered in class during the short story analysis unit)
	Effects of these conflicts:

(What are the various forms of conflict that you can identify in this episode? How does the conflict shape other aspects of the episode – i.e. characters, plot, themes, etc.? Does the writer/director use suspense to enhance moments of tension or anticipation in the episode?)

	Editing:


	Examples of editing techniques used:

(Consider: scene transitions, shot sequencing, slow motion, fast-forwarding, etc.)
	Effects of these editing techniques:

(What effects do these editing techniques have on you as a viewer? What is the strategic purpose for using these editing techniques?)

	Themes:


	Examples of themes developed:

(Consider the central ideas/messages conveyed in the episode).
	Effects of these themes:

(What are the central themes conveyed through the episode? How is each theme developed in the episode?  How do other media elements contribute to the development of these key themes?)


