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Characteristics of a Shakespearean Comedy:

· A  Shakespearean comedy is a play that ends happily for the protagonists (usually with one or multiple marriages).

· Sometimes a comedy will depend on the exaggeration of the eccentricities of human beings.

· Sometimes a comedy is romantic and far-fetched.

· A comedy is usually based on a mix-up in events or a confused identity of characters, particularly by disguise.

· A comedy often threatens tragedy when an important character may die, and the mix-up may never be resolved, however, always in the nick of time someone or something appears to save the day (sometimes this resolution is illogical and never fully explained).

· The storyline of a Shakespearean comedy usually moves from happiness, to despair, and then to resurrection (a happily-ever-after scenario is the end result).

Is Twelfth Night  an Effective Comedy?

· As you know, Twelfth Night is one of Shakespeare's most cherised comedies.

· Now that you know the storyline of the play (after reading the condensed version and viewing the animated film), you can identify what elements of the story make it an effective Shakespearean comedy.

In the space provided below, list the ways in which Twelfth Night adheres to the characteristics of a traditional Shakespearean comedy.
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