Poetic Terms and Definitions

Narrative Poetry:
A form of poetry which tells a story, often making use of the voice of a narrator who is a character (speaker).
Lyric Poetry:              A type of emotional, song-like poetry whereby the speaker expresses his/her thoughts and feelings or an isolated experience. In ancient times, lyric poems were meant to be played to the lyre (a small, string instrument). Lyric poems do not have to rhyme, and today do not need to be set to music or a beat.
Dramatic Poetry: 
Dramatic poetry (also known as dramatic verse or verse drama) is a written work that both tells a story and connects the reader to an audience through emotions or actions. Dramatic poetry can take one of several forms: soliloquy, dramatic monologue, character sketch and character dialogue.


Rhyme:
The repetition of the same or similar sounds, most often at the ends of poetic lines.

Tone:
The speaker’s attitude conveyed through the poem regarding the subject and/or the poem’s key themes.

Stanza:
Groups of lines, usually in some predetermined pattern of meter and rhyme that are set off from one another by a space (i.e. these are like ‘paragraphs’ in a poem). 
Free Verse:
A type of poetry that does not follow rhyming patterns, particular forms and/or specific meter.  

Sonnet:
A specific form of poetry, usually only a single stanza. It is always fourteen lines long, usually written in iambic pentameter, and following an ABAB, CDCD, EFEF, GG rhyme scheme.
