ENG1DB: A Basic Checklist for Analyzing Poetry

The Basics

· Classify the type of poem (i.e. sonnet, lyric, Haiku, limerick, narrative, dramatic)  
· Explain the subject of the poem

Themes 
· Group the main ideas of the poem:

· Does the poem tell a story?

· Is the poet addressing a universal issue?

Imagery Used to Express Themes

· List and explain the “pictures” of the poem:
· Does the poet appeal to the reader’s senses?

· Explore how these “pictures” develop key themes (the main messages of the poem)
Form and Structure

· Note how the poem is organized:
· How many stanzas? How many lines per stanza? How are lines broken? Does the poem create a shape? 

· Why is the poem structured in this way (i.e. sequence of ideas, length of lines, patterns, etc.)?
Rhyme, Rhythm, Meter

· Note the rhyme scheme

· Note the rhythm of the poem when read aloud

· Explore how rhyme and rhythm are connected to certain ideas in the poem
The Importance of Language 

· Consider the poet’s diction, the connotation vs. the denotation of the vocabulary used, and the sound of these words:
· How has the poet grouped these words in order to achieve a desired effect?

HOW to Critique/Respond/Analyze
· Note what the poet is trying to communicate to the reader

· Consider the purpose/effect of the poetic devices/language 

· Consider the tone and intended emotional connection between the speaker and the reader
