ENG2DB Studying Romeo and Juliet

Analyzing the Meaning and Sonnet Structure of The Play’s Prologue
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A prologue provides history, a backstory and other key information that helps to set a context for the rest of a story. Its origins date back to Greek times, when people used the prologue of a play to determine whether it was worth watching or not. Keep in mind that Romeo and Juliet is worth watching and reading (doesn’t the prologue make this obvious?), so let’s keep going!

· Please complete the chart below with the information that you learn about the play, and its literary elements, from its introduction in the prologue.

	Character
	Setting
	Plot
	Theme

	
	
	
	


Thinking Questions:

The prologue refers to an ill-fated couple through its use of the word “star-crossed,” which literally means, “against the stars”. Throughout history the belief has been held by many that stars have the power to control people’s destinies or fates. The prologue does not merely set the scene of Romeo and Juliet, it tells the audience exactly what is going to happen in the play – therefore, the lovers will die. How does this explicit information help to reinforce the concept of the inevitability of fate in the play? Explain critically.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A Shakespearean, or English, sonnet consists of fourteen lines and is written in iambic pentameter, a pattern in which an unstressed syllable is followed by a stressed syllable five times. The rhyme scheme of a Shakespearean sonnet is a-b-a-b, c-d-c-d, e-f-e-f, g-g; the last two lines are a rhyming couplet. You may have noticed that the prologue of the play is indeed a sonnet. What is the effect of the prologue’s sonnet structure? Explain thoughtfully.
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