ENG1DB Exploring Act III, scene i of Twelfth Night
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Summary of the Scene:

To begin this act, Viola enters Olivia’s garden dressed as Cesario to carry out Orsino’s errand instructed at the end of Act II. Cesario meets Feste, the clown, and in their meeting they exchange multiple puns in jest. Cesario pays Feste multiple coins for his fine ability and to go announce his presence to Olivia. Sir Toby and Sir Andrew arrive in the garden behaving foolishly and obviously intoxicated. Their exchange is awkward yet Toby invites Cesario into the house. Before they can proceed, Olivia comes down to the garden accompanied by her servant Maria.

Immediately Olivia sends everyone away except Cesario. She is very excited to see him and anxious to hear what he has to say. When they are alone, Olivia begs Cesario to not deliver any more messages from Orsino. She tells Cesario that she is completely in love with him. Uncomfortably, Cesario tries to tell Olivia that she does not really love him as he is. Olivia disagrees and swears that she loves him. Cesario continues to say that he will never love a woman and that he does not share Olivia’s desire.

Olivia desperately asks Cesario to come again using the ploy that maybe she will actually grow to love Orsino. 

Close Reading Analysis of the Scene:

1.  Find two examples of puns used by either Viola as Cesario or Feste in this scene, and explain  

     their significance to the play.

2.  How do the following lines show that Feste, thought the fool, is also quite intelligent? Irony 

     is epitomized in Feste’s character. He is to be the “fool” of the play but often he proves 

     himself to be quite insightful. It is the people of power and position that Shakespeare actually 

     makes foolish. 

· (Lines 61-62) This fellow is wise enough to play the fool, And to do that well craves a kind of wit. 

· (Lines 66-69) This is a practice as full of labor as a wise man’s art; For folly that he wisely shows, is fit; But wise men, folly-fall’n, quite taint their wit.

3.  What do you think Olivia means through her use of the following metaphor, which refers to the  Elizabethan sport of bearbaiting. Here a bear was tied to a stake and harassed by savage dogs

· (Lines 118-120) Have you not set mine honor at the stake And baited it with all th’ unmuzzled thoughts That tyrannous heart can think?

4.  Does Shakespeare play on the audience’s sense of traditional stereotypical gender roles to     

     create humor in this scene? If your answer is “yes,” then explain how. If your answer is “no,” 

     then why not?

Examining Shakespeare's View of Gender Roles During the Elizabethan Era:

Consider how Shakespeare’s characters were all played by men during the Elizabethan Era. Young pre-pubescent lads were used to play the female’s roles. In more ways than one, this constant use of dual gender roles created humor and odd circumstances within his plays. How do you think Shakespeare felt about a woman’s status? Did he use this gender disguise within his plays to mock the strict gender rules that existed at the time? Discuss Shakespeare’s female characters and what their strengths and weaknesses are. Does Shakespeare include strong female characters in Twelfth Night?

Discuss this in a group of four!  What do you think?

