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 ENG1DB Twelfth Night Unit: When is a Joke Not Funny?

Exploring Act II, scene v
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· Sir Toby Belch, Sir Andrew Aguecheek, Fabian, Feste, and Maria think that the trick they play on Malvolio is hilarious! Take a step back and use the following questions to make your own judgment about their actions.

Questions:

1. Have you ever played a trick, prank, or practical joke on someone?  If so, what did you do, why did you do it, and what was the person's reaction?  If not, why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Have you ever had a practical joke played on you?  If so, what happened? Was it a fun/funny experience for you?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why does Maria plan this trick?  What are her motivations? Explain.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What creates the humour in Act II, scene 5?  Why do you think that an Elizabethan audience would have laughed alongside Sir Toby and the others? Explain.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. In what ways does this trick target Malvolio's weaknesses?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. When Malvolio realizes that he has been fooled, what do you think his reaction will be?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Like many practical jokers, Maria does not think that there could be any serious consequences for her actions.  What do you think could happen as a result of this trick that would make the joke no longer funny?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Do you think that this joke has gone too far?  Take a position, and explain your feelings.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Activity #1: Translating the Letter…

· Translate the content of the prank letter that Maria writes to Malvolio as Olivia in Modern English. DO NOT USE THE INTERNET OR A READING RESOURCES LIKE SHAKESPEARE ON THE DOUBLE AND NO FEAR SHAKESPEARE for this activity. Use the translations provided in the text as your guide. 
Activity #2: 
· If Malvolio were to go to his room at the end of this scene and write a diary entry, what do you think it would say? Write a short diary entry (a minimum of 10-12 sentences) as Malvolio now that he thinks that Olivia is in love with him. Demonstrate an understanding of his character.
