ENG1DB Novel Study Unit: To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
IN-CLASS EVALUATION: A Formal Persuasive Paragraph Evaluation 

Analyze Mayella Ewell’s Character in the Novel: Is she a VICTIM or a VILLAIN? 
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Due Date: This evaluation is due at the END of class on Monday November 30th, 2015. Work hard!
· In chapter #19 of the novel, Scout Finch declares that “Mayella Ewell was the loneliest person in the world. She was even lonelier than Boo Radley, who had not been out of the house in twenty-five years” (Lee 256). 
· Scout initially feels pity for Mayella after hearing her describe the quality of her home life on the witness stand during the trial of Tom Robinson in chapter #18.  However, by the time Atticus has finished questioning Mayella, and after the verdict of the trial is reached in chapter #21, Scout realizes that her first impression of Mayella may not have been entirely accurate.
· What do you think about Mayella Ewell’s character? Does Harper Lee characterize her in a way that removes her from all responsibility for ruining Tom Robinson’s life or is she primarily to blame for his wrongful conviction? Take a side and argue it thoughtfully!
Your Topic:  You are required to take an explicit position on the following paragraph topic 

                      question:
· Is Mayella Ewell characterized in the novel as a helpless victim of her circumstances or as an unrelenting villain shaped by desperation and intolerance?
Your Task:

· PLEASE NOTE that this paragraph evaluation will be written IN-CLASS ONLY! No process work should be taken home or brought into class from home. Therefore this paragraph will NOT be taken home for editing, revision or to be typed.
· Students are expected to use their class time wisely. This evaluation will be distributed at the beginning of each class and collected at the end of each class.

· Students are required to use pen for this evaluation. 

· In a TWELVE (12) sentence, FORMAL Persuasive Paragraph, you will be required to take a position on whether Mayella Ewell is ultimately characterized as a victim or a villain in the novel. Take a one-sided position based on your reading of the trial of Tom Robinson (chapters #17-#22) and effectively argue this position using TWO points (arguments), proofs (direct quotations), and in-depth analyses (explain the significance of each point and proof insightfully) from the novel.

· BRAINSTORMING: Before you begin writing, please review your character analysis brainstorming sheet for Mayella Ewell (this activity was given as homework prior to the evaluation in order to help students prepare for this in-class assignment).
· PLANNING: When formulating your thesis statement and your supporting arguments, consider the time period in which the story takes place, the small town values and attitudes in Maycomb County, Bob Ewell's parenting and questionable relationship with Mayella, Mayella's age, her poverty, her education, and her state of isolation.

· When developing your supporting arguments, remember to be persuasive, be specific (use direct evidence from the novel), be detailed, and remain focused on what you are attempting to prove within your paragraph (your thesis statement is what you are required to prove = this is the position that you take on the topic question provided).
Steps for Completion:

· Decide what position (which side of the topic question) you would like to defend within the body of your paragraph. Write your thesis statement in ONE (1) sentence. Mayella is either a victim or she is a villain – she cannot be both! You must choose!
· You must also identify TWO (2) specific reasons to justify/prove your position – these will be your supporting arguments. Armed with this, you will now write a succinct persuasive paragraph. Please follow the “The 15 Steps to Writing a Successful Persuasive Paragraph” handout and the “Conventions of Formal Writing” handout given in class during our Short Story Analysis Unit.
· Your good copy must be double spaced, neatly hand-written on the lined paper provided, and you must also include a creative title for your paragraph. 

· Your paragraph must be formatted correctly using MLA citation conventions. Include brackets with the author’s last name and the page number at the END of any sentence with a direct quotation or paraphrased information from the novel – Example: “Mayella’s face was a mixture of terror and fury” (Lee 251).
· No secondary sources are required for this evaluation (i.e. no website information), but a minimum of TWO (2) direct quotations from the novel ARE required.
· No Works Cited page is required for this evaluation (only in-text citations ARE required).
Paragraph Format:
As an effective formal persuasive paragraph, your response should be TWELVE (12) sentences long and must include:

1) A topic ‘hook’ that grabs your reader’s attention in a creative and relevant way
2) A context sentence that introduces the novel and author in connection with  the topic
3) A thesis statement that takes a clear, one-sided position on the topic question
4) A point (argument)/proof (direct quotation)/analysis (explanation) structure (x2)
5) Concluding sentences (restate your thesis in different words, conclude thoughtfully)

Important Reminders:
· Write in third person (do not use, “I” or “we”) and use present tense verbs throughout
· Do not use slang, short forms or contractions (can’t, doesn’t, isn’t, etc.)
· Remember, your paragraph must demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the  

  novel, and it must also demonstrate effective formal persuasive paragraph 
  conventions.

PLEASE NOTE: 
THE PERSUASIVE PARAGRAPH EVALUATION RUBRIC THAT IS ATTACHED WILL BE USED TO GRADE YOUR PARAGRAPH. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU READ THIS RUBRIC OVER CAREFULLY PRIOR TO BEGINNING YOUR ASSIGNMENT.
