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ENG1DB Making Sense of the Play's Title: What is Twelfth Night?

Twelfth Night is a Shakespearean comedy believed to have been written between 1601-02 as a form of entertainment for the Twelfth Night Festival (a Christian holiday also known as Epiphany) for the close of the Christmas season (this holiday was celebrated on the twelfth day of the twelve days of Christmas – the last day of celebrating and feasting). As a result, the play expands on the musical interludes and riotous disorder expected of such a celebratory occasion. Twelfth Night prepares the audience for its jovial atmosphere of energetic festivities consisting of drink, dance, and ultimately the idea of giving in to general self-indulgence (seen among many of the characters in the play). 
Connections Between the Twelfth Night Festival and the Play's Plot:

· The Twelfth Night Festival was particularly important to Elizabethans (originally seen to be more important than Christmas Day for Christians) because it was related to the nativity story, when the wise men brought gifts for the baby Jesus.

· The title is meant to create a sense of carnival atmosphere in the play, because this was thought to be a time of excess and revelry.

· The festival was a time of holiday abandon in which the normal rules were turned upside down, and everything was allowed to be a little chaotic during this time (similar to what the audience sees mirrored in the plot of the play).

· In the play, Sir Toby Belch is positioned as “a master of the disorderly revels,” but when he leaves at the end of the play, this disorder goes with him.

· Feste (his name is related to/rooted in the word “festival”) is there to reveal truth, and he likes to use fun for this purpose.

· Disguise is another element that fits in with the festival (dressing up/things are not as they seem).

· The importance of the move through the carnival world mirrors the disorder in the households of Olivia and Duke Orsino, but at the end of the play, the movement out of the festivities demonstrates that the characters have successfully gotten things back in order.
