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Essay Writer’s Name: ________________________     Editor’s Name: ______________________________

· Only check off the categories that this essay has successfully completed.

Introduction:

· The essay has an original title (creative and relevant)

· Introductory sentence(s) or “hook” sentence(s) is/are relevant and engaging (a general introduction of your topic)

· Introduction of novel and the author are presented

· Thesis statement is clearly expressed, takes a position, and shows originality of thought (MUST take a position on how one literary technique used by the author shapes one aspect of the novel)

· Parameters of clear arguments are presented to support the thesis (“argument menu” to guide the analysis within each body paragraph)

Essay Body Paragraphs:

· The essay has fully developed body paragraphs based on each of the arguments presented

· Structure: Clear expression of points, followed by textual support, concluding with suitable analysis. The first and last sentence of each paragraph is explicitly linked to the appropriate argument/thesis.

· Research: Secondary, scholarly research is thoughtfully integrated in order to support and enhance your own analysis (a minimum of FOUR to FIVE  DIFFERENT sources must be referenced throughout your essay)

· Analysis: Use of relevant textual examples from your chosen novel and secondary sources (academic critique) reflect an accurate and perceptive interpretation of the novel.

· Depth of Analysis: Thoughtful, insightful, sophistication of critical thinking skills (your research and your own analysis/literary critique must be apparent and carefully integrated)

· Organization of Ideas: A logical, coherent, unified manner suitable to the purpose of the literary research essay (use of transition words to increase the flow of the writing and quotations are properly framed)

· Approximately 4 specific quotations will be used in each body paragraph (a point (argument)/proof from your ISU novel/relevant secondary research/an in-depth analysis format is expected).
· The importance of each quotation/proof is explored in relation to the essay’s thesis

· Approximately 12 quotations should be used, as this is a RESEARCH essay

· Each quotation is properly introduced/FRAMED (with lead-in and follow-up), formatted, and referenced (Author page number) EX: (Orwell 8)

Conclusion:

· Thesis statement is restated using different wording than in the introduction

· Major arguments are summarized concisely

· Reflective closing statements provide a sense of closure and final insights

Writing Style:

· Sentence Structure: Avoids the use of sentence fragments (incomplete sentences) and run-on phrases. Avoids repetitive sentence structures.

· Sentence Style: Every sentence is clear, necessary, explicit, and pertaining to the argument of the paragraph

· No personal pronouns used – i.e. “I” “me”

· No contractions used (i.e. “doesn’t”)

· Effective use of transition words and phrases

· Use of the active voice (only present tense verbs are used to refer to examples/action)

· Consistent verb tense used

· Diction: Appropriate vocabulary and tone used, projecting the skill of the writer

· Language Conventions: Uses correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar

Editor’s Comments:
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