ENG4U1 A Study of Act I, scene ii of Hamlet

Things to Look for in this Scene
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Solid flesh would melt!”




Instructions: 

While reading Act I, scene ii of the play, look for examples of these important literary devices within the text. Use these prompts to shape your notes (I have even left space beneath each prompt, so that you can take notes directly on this handout). Be detailed in your note-taking so that you can use these notes to help you with your assessments and evaluations for this unit (think ahead)!

Look for…

Claudius as the new king – Does he seem competent? Does he seem sincere?

A pun is a play on words that sound the same, but have different meanings.  In this scene, Claudius calls Hamlet his “son” and asks him why his mood is so cloudy.  Hamlet replies that he is actually “too much i' the sun” (creating a pun between sun and son).  What is the significance of this particular example of word play in this scene?

Examples of the theme of appearance versus reality

Examples of father and son relationships (and how they differ)

Hamlet’s relationship with his mother (Queen Gertrude)

Misogyny (Hamlet’s hatred of women)

References to the nation of Denmark as diseased/corrupt 

Examples of the theme of the mystery of death (as well as its inevitability) 

